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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Under the provisions of 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9, Applicants hereby claim the benefit 
of the filing date of Japanese Patent Application No. 2001-040237, filed February 
16, 2001, and Japanese Patent Application No. 2000-114625, filed April 17, 2000 
for the above-identified U.S. patent application. 

In support of this claim for priority, enclosed is one certified copy of each 
priority application. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FINNEGAN, HENDERSON, FARABOW, 
GARRETT & DUNNER, L.L.P. 
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